The 45th Podcast / Episode 14 Timeline
NOV. 28 - NOV. 30 WEEK OF NOV. 21

Trump's Post-Election Contacts with Russia + Efforts to Impede Investigation Into Those Contacts

Michael Flynn informs the team
that he has scheduled a call with
the Russian ambassador, Sergey
Kislyak

Trump's national security
transition team holds
meeting in Washington, D.C.

Trump transition team meets with
Obama administration officials in the
White House Situation Room.

DEC. 1 - DEC. 3
DEC. 4 - DEC. 11
DEC. 12 - DEC. 15

Michael Flynn, Jared Kushner, and
Sergey Kislyak Meet in Trump Tower to
Discuss Setting Up " Back Channel"
Communications

(note: "ways to cooperate
there" is code for "removal
of Russian sanctions")

WP reports that, in reality, Flynn, Kushner, and Kislyak
"discussed the possibility of setting up a secret and secure
communications channel between Trump?s transition team and
the Kremlin, using Russian diplomatic facilities in an apparent
move to shield their pre-inauguration discussions from
monitoring." Sources close to Kushner report to NYT that the
purpose was "for Russian military officials to brief Mr. Flynn
about the Syrian war and to discuss ways to cooperate there."

May 26, 2017

Obama officials are concerned by
Billingslea's request. Their alarm grows
as they learn more about the extent of
the Trump team's contacts with Russian
officials, as well as their mishandling of
classified information.

Kislyak (through Berkowitz) requests that Kushner meet
with Sergei Gorkov, the chief of VEB -- a Russian bank
closely associated with Putin, and which the U.S. imposed
sanctions on following the annexation of Crimea

Kislyak asks Kushner for a second meeting.
Kushner sends his assistant, Avi Berkowitz.

Gorkov flies to NY
(Dec. 12)

Gorkov flies to
Japan (Dec. 14)

Kushner and VEB chief Gorkov meet in
New York

Gorkov meets Putin in Japan

The White House says Kushner's meeting with
Gorkov was unrelated to business and was
"one of many diplomatic encounters the
soon-to-be presidential adviser was holding
ahead of [the] inauguration"

Gorkov says the meeting with Kushner was
part of VEB's "new business strategy," and that
he met with Kushner in his role as the head of
his family's real estate business

Putin announces that, contrary to
expectations, Russia will not retaliate in
response to the U.S.'s actions; Russia will
instead wait for Trump to come into office
before responding

Obama expels 35 Russian
diplomats and closes two
Russian compounds

Flynn and Kislyak exchange five
phone calls. Flynn reassures Kislyak
that the U.S.'s approach to Russia will
change under Trump.

JAN. 6, 2017

DEC. 29 - DEC. 30

Billingslea asks Obama administration
officials for a copy of CIA's classified
profile on Kislyak

Meeting is publicly reported for the first time. White House says
purpose was to "explore whether a channel could be set up
between the Russian government and the incoming
administration to improve relations between the United States
and Russia" and that the parties "discussed how the United
States and Russia could cooperate on issues in the Middle
East."

March 27, 2017

FBI Director James Comey meets with Trump in
Trump Tower to discuss report on Russian election
interference, and to inform him of the Steele
Dossier

Erik Prince, Betsy DeVos' brother, meets with "a Russian
close to president Validimir Putin" in the Seychelles Islands
to discuss setting up a back-channel line of communication
between Trump and Moscow, and to discuss cooperation in
Syria ? "a Trump administration objective that would be
likely to require major concessions to Moscow on U.S.
sanctions"

On Jan. 12, Washington Post
breaks story about Flynn's
calls with Kislyak

JAN. 11 - JAN. 15

Transition team member Marshall Billingslea warns
Flynn that his communications with Kislyak are almost
certainly being intercepted by the U.S. government

Sean Spicer tells reporters
that Flynn and Kislyak had
one call on Dec. 28th, the
day before sanctions were
imposed

Trump tells WSJ that Russia can help us
fight terrorists, and "If you get along and if
Russia is really helping us, why would
anybody have sanctions if somebody?s
doing some really great things?"

Flynn and Pence
discuss Kislyak
calls on Jan. 14
VP-elect Mike Pence is interviewed by Fox and CBS on Jan. 15. He says that the
fact Flynn spoke to Kislyak on the same day sanctions were imposed by the Obama
administration was "strictly coincidental," and that, "I talked to General Flynn
yesterday, and the conversations that took place at that time were not in any way
related to new U.S. sanctions against Russia and the expulsion of diplomats."

Spicer clarifies that he had the date wrong, and that
Kislyak and Flynn had indeed talked on Dec. 29th.
However, sanctions were not discussed: "They
exchanged logistical information on how to initiate
and schedule that call. That was it, plain and simple."

JAN. 26

JAN. 23

JANUARY 20, 2017 - TRUMP INAUGURATED AS THE FORTY-FIFTH PRESIDENT
During first press briefing, Spicer is asked about the Kislyak call: "So there's
been one call. I talked to General Flynn about this again last night. One call,
talked about four subjects. One was the loss of life that occurred in the plane
crash that took their military choir, two was Christmas and holiday greetings,
three was to -- to talk about a conference in Syria on ISIS and four was to
set up a -- to talk about after the inauguration setting up a call between
President Putin and President Trump."

Alarmed by the White House's inaccurate claims about
Flynn, Acting Attorney General Sally Yates calls White
House counsel Don McGahn and asks for a meeting. That
same day, she goes to the White House and informs him that
Flynn was compromised by the Russians, and that Pence
and Spicer's statements about Flynn had been incorrect.

McGahn "immediately"
informs the president of
his meeting with Yates

JAN. 27

McGahn calls Yates the next morning,
and asks her to come back fo the
White House for a second meeting

Trump calls Comey
and invites him to the
White House for dinner

McGahn asks Yates four questions: (1) Why did it matter to
the Justice Department if one White House official lied to
another? (2) What criminal statutes did Flynn potentially
violate? (3) Would taking action against Flynn immediately
interfere with the FBI's investigation? (4) Could he see the
underlying evidence collected in Flynn's interview?

Comey and Trump have dinner together. Trump tells
Comey, " I need loyalty, I expect loyalty," and suggests
Comey's job is contingent on his loyalty.

JAN. 30

On Monday, Yates calls McGahn
to tell him he can come in and view
the evidence against Flynn

Yates is fired after refusing to defend
the travel ban in court

But before McGahn
can come in...

While on Air Force One, en route to Florida,
Trump is asked about the reports on Flynn.
Trump responds, " I don't know about that. I
haven't seen it. What report is that?' I haven't
seen that. I'll look into that."

Washington Post breaks story
that Flynn and Kislyak did
indeed discuss U.S. sanctions
over the course of multiple
phone calls on Dec. 29th
Flynn clarifies that " while he had no
recollection of discussing sanctions, [in his
phone calls with Kislyak] he couldn?t be
certain that the topic never came up.?

Flynn resigns as National
Security Advisor

After a group meeting in the oval office, Trump dismisses everyone
except Comey. Trump tells Comey that " [Flynn is] a good guy and has
been through a lot," and that, ?I hope you can see your way clear to
letting this go, to letting Flynn go. He is a good guy. I hope you can let
this go.? Comey does not agree to " let this go."

FEB. 14

FEB. 13

FEB. 8 - FEB. 10

TRUMP DOES NOTHING ABOUT FLYNN FOR NEARLY TWO WEEKS
Flynn is again asked by the press whether
he and Kislyak discussed sanctions. Twice,
he says that they did not.

MARCH 22

MARCH 20

ONE MONTH LATER...

Comey testifies before House Intelligence Committee
that the FBI is " investigating . . . whether there was
any coordination between people associated with the
Trump campaign and the Russians"

After a White House briefing attended by several
officials, Trump asks CIA Director Pompeo and
Director of National Intelligence Coats to stay behind
for a private meeting. Trump complains about Comey's
testimony before Congress, and asks Coats if he can
intervene by asking the FBI director to back off his
investigation into Flynn in the Russia probe.

Coats tells associates about the
encounter, and determines that
complying with the president's
request would be "inappropriate"

To date, no reports have surfaced
concerning Pompeo's response to
Trump's request

MARCH 23-24

Trump calls Coats and NSA director
Rogers, " urging them to publicly deny
the existence of any evidence of
collusion during the 2016 election."
Rogers' deputy drafts a
contemporaneous internal memo
documenting Trumps calls to request
that the NSA deny evidence of
collusion

Trump calls Comey to complain that the
investigation is " a cloud" that was negatively
impacting his presidency. He states he has nothing
to do with Russia, denies involvement with
Russian hookers, and asks what Comey can do to
" lift the cloud" from him.

Comey calls Deputy Attorney
General Dana Boente to report
the call and asks for guidance.
He does not hear back.

MAY 8

MAY 3

APRIL 11

MARCH 30

Coats and Rogers refuse, finding that
issuing false statements about an ongoing
investigation would be " inappropriate."

Trump calls Comey to ask for an update on what Comey has done to " get out"
the news that Trump was not under investigation. Comey said he had passed the
request to the DOJ, but has not yet heard back yet. Trump says he might have to
follow up with the DOJ about this, and Comey informs him that this was in fact
the proper way for Trump to transmit such communications.

Comey testifies before Senate Judiciary Committee on FBI
oversight. He confirms that the investigation into collusion
between Russia and Trump's campaign remains ongoing.

MAY 9

TRUMP: No, it's not too late, but, you know, I
have confidence in him. We'll see what happens.
You know, it's going to be interesting. But, you
know, we have to just ? look, I have so many
people that want to come into this administration.
(4/12/17.)

GRAHAM: OK. Do you stand by your testimony that there is an active investigation
counterintelligence investigation regarding Trump campaign individuals in the Russian
government as to whether not to collaborate? You said that in March...
COMEY: To see if there was any coordination between the Russian effort and peoples...
GRAHAM: Is that still going on?
COMEY: Yes.
GRAHAM: OK. So nothing's changed. You stand by those two statements?
COMEY: Correct.

Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosentein is
informed of Trump's intent to fire Comey. He
begins to draft a memo outlining his concerns
about Comey's handling of the Clinton e-mail
investigation. The memo apparently came at
the administration's request, but the issues
raised in it were chosen by Rosenstein.

Trump fires Comey

In his termination letter, Trump writes that he is "accepting [the] recommendation" of Sessions and Rosenstein that
Comey be fired. (Rosenstein's letter does not actually recommend Comey's firing; Sessions' letter does, but as his
basis for this recommendation, Sessions merely incorporates the concerns express by Rosenstein in his memo.)

Conway: "He took the recommendation of his
deputy attorney general, who oversees the FBI
director. ... He has lost confidence in the FBI
director and he took the recommendation of
Rod J. Rosenstein, the deputy attorney
general, to whom the FBI director reports to."

In the immediate aftermath, Trump and
other White House officials explain that
Trump fired Comey at Rosenstein's
recommendation, and in particular due to
how Comey had handled the Clinton
investigation.

Sanders: ?Having a letter like the one that [Trump]
received [from Deputy Attorney General Rod
Rosenstein], and having that conversation that
outlined the basic atrocities in circumventing the chain
of command in the Department of Justice? any person
of legal mind and authority knows what a big deal that
is, particularly in the Department of Justice."

MAY 10 - MAY 11

FOX: Was it a mistake not to ask Jim Comey to
step down from the FBI at the outset of your
presidency? Is it too late now to ask him to step
down?

Trump invites Russian Ambassador Kislyak and Foreign Minister
Lavrov into the oval office. American press is excluded, though
Russian press is permitted to attend. Trump spontaneously reveals to
the Russians an ally's highly classifed intel concerning counterterrorism
operations. He then tells them, ?I just fired the head of the F.B.I. He
was crazy, a real nut job. I faced great pressure because of Russia.
That?s taken off. I?m not under investigation.?

Spicer: The decision to fire Comey, "was all [Rosenstein]. No
one from the White House. That was a DOJ decision."
But by the next day, Trump
has reversed course...

TRUMP: "[Rosenstein] made a recommendation... but regardless of [the]
recommendation, I was going to fire Comey. Knowing there was no good
time to do it! And in fact when I decided to just do it I said to myself, I said,
'You know, this Russia thing with Trump and Russia is a made-up story, it?s
an excuse by the Democrats for having lost an election that they should?ve
won.'" (Holt interview, 5/11/17.)

Sources and additional text available at http://theviewfromll2.com

