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In the early 1980s, Trump begins pitching his plan to end the Cold War
by personally negotiating with Russia [WaPo 1984]

1980s

Russia writes to Trump and asks him to come to Moscow to
discuss a possible hotel deal. In 1987, he travels to Russia
for the first time [The Art of the Deal]

Donald J. Trump begins publicly mulling a run for office [1987]

Trump develops a plan for the U.S. and the Soviet Union to team up
to rule the rest of the world [Ron Rosenbaum 1987]

Dealing with multiple bankruptcies and failed businesses, Trump's political and
Russian ambitions are largely sidelined during the 90's

In 2000, Trump briefly enters the race to run for president under the

Trump develops a thriving business in selling condos to Russian
investors, with significant assistance provided his business partners

In 2000, Trump briefly enters the race to run for president under the
Reform Party, but after being thrown off the NY ballot for failure to
comply with election laws, and lower favorability ratings than Pat
Buchanan, he abandons his campaign, stating that he will only run
when he can win the general election

Trump develops a thriving business in selling condos to Russian
investors, with significant assistance provided his business partners
at Bayrock Group, Tevfik Arif and Felix Sater. Trump's repeated
efforts to get a project off the ground in Russia go nowhere,
however, despite Arif and Sater's push in 2008 to put a licensing deal
together for a Moscow tower.

Trump later claims in a lawsuit that the Trump International Hotel and
Tower in Moscow failed because writer Tim O'Brien's defamatory
underestimates of Trump's net worth

Trump considers, and then decides again, running
for president in the 2012 election

Trump begins to retweet calls for him to run for
president in 2016 (Feb. 2013)

Emin Agalarov, the wannabe-popstar son of Russian-Azerbaijani oligarch
Aras Agalarov, goes to LA to film a music video. While there, he talks to
people with the Miss Universe organization, and learns that the pageant
'has a lot of debts.' From there, discussions evolve until Emin invites
Trump Organization officials to visit the Agalarov's venue. [Early 2013]
"At the same time we got pretty close with the Miss Universe organization, and
Paula Shugart at the time was the head of the organization. And having had a
few dinners and conversations with her, she said, ?We?re always considering
taking the contest to Russia and never really succeeded. And in the current
year we have a lot of debts. We?ve seen the venue...?The venue, Crocus City
Hall, happened to belong to my family. And then [members of the Trump
Organization] took a trip to Russia. We took a look at the venue and basically
realized that we would like to consider bringing the contest to Russia." [Forbes]

Some of these Twitter accounts are real, but many of
them appear to be either bot accounts, or are run by
people whose sole hobby is mass-retweeting ads

(Note: One possible explanation for how the 2013 Miss Universe pageant
came to be in Moscow is that the Agalarovs subsidized the pageant in
exchange for featuring Emin as the performer, in the hopes of launching his
popstar career.)

Some of these Twitter accounts are real, but many of
them appear to be either bot accounts, or are run by
people whose sole hobby is mass-retweeting ads
from the Trump hotel corporate accounts. Still others
are troll accounts that are aimed at tricking Trump into
retweeting satirical endorsements of his presidental
ambitions.

came to be in Moscow is that the Agalarovs subsidized the pageant in
exchange for featuring Emin as the performer, in the hopes of launching his
popstar career.)

Trump has dinner with Rob Goldstone and Emin Agalarov. Two days
later, Trump announces Miss Universe 2013 will be held in Moscow.
[June 16]

Putin writes op-ed for NYT; Trump goes on CNBC to praise Putin,
claiming he made Obama " look like a school-child" [Sept 2013]

Trump invites Vladimir Putin to the 2013 Miss Universe pageant in
Moscow [October 2013]

Trump attends Miss Universe in Moscow [Nov. 8 - 10]
He flies over with his friend/business partner, Phil Ruffin, and
on their first night they have dinner with Rob Goldstone, Emin
and Aras Agalarov, and several Russian bankers and
executives.

While there, he stays at the Ritz Carlton in Moscow. Trump's
body guard, Keith Schiller, testified before the House Intel
Committee that while in Moscow, someone offered to send five
women to his hotel room, but that, to his knowledge, Trump
declined the offer. [NYT]

Miss Hungary claims that on the night of the pageant,
Trump invited her back to his hotel room, and that
she declined because he was 'not her type.'
She has a business card that she says he gave her at the
time.

After Miss Universe Moscow, Trump brags that he met with " almost all
of the oligarchs" and " the Russian market is attracted to me." [REW]
[Nov 2013]
Trump discusses plans to develop a replica of Trump Soho in Moscow with
the Agalarovs and Alex Sapir, though ultimately the plans go nowhere.

Trump continues mass-retweeting of calls for him
to run for president. For instance, in June 2014,
this happened over 150 times. Although unofficial,
it seems very likely Trump will be running in the
2016 race.

Russia sends troops into Crimea [Feb. 27]

Trump gives a speech at CPAC, and seemingly approves of Putin's
annexation of Crimea [March 6]
TRUMP: You know, I was in Moscow a couple months ago, I own the
Miss Universe pageant, and they treated me so great. Putin even sent
me a present, beautiful present, with a beautiful note. I spoke to all of
his people. And, you know, you look at what he?s doing with President
Obama. He?s, like, toying with him. He?s toying with him. So he has the
Olympics, the day after the Olympics, he starts with Ukraine. The day
after, how smart. He didn't want to do it during the Olympics. Boom, the
day after. Our athletes leave, we all leave and the day after, You know,
when he goes in and takes Crimea, he's taking the heart and soul
because that's where all the money is. I was surprised, I heard that the
other day, they were saying, most of the wealth comes right from that
area. That's the area with the wealth so that means the rest of Ukraine
will fall and it's predicted to fall fairly quickly because without the money
- It's like this country, if we don't make this country great, it's going to
fall. It's going to really fall. It's already fallen. ... We're becoming a third
world country. So when you see what they're doing in Ukraine, it's just a
question of time.

Trump speaks at the New Hampshire Freedom Summit, and again
praises Putin's skill in annexing Crimea [April 12]
TRUMP: You look at Putin who is absolutely having a great time. Russia

praises Putin's skill in annexing Crimea [April 12]
TRUMP: You look at Putin who is absolutely having a great time. Russia
is like, they're really hot stuff. Now you have people in the Ukraine -- set
up or not, but it can't all be set up -- are marching in favor of joining
Russia. What he has done for Russia is really amazing. And he has done
it by outsmarting our country at every single step.

Trump registers Trump2016.com [Sept. 9]

Trump states in an interview with Newsmax that he is considering
running for president in 2016 [Nov. 5]

Trump speaks before the National Press Club and says he was in
contact with Putin " indirectly and directly" [May 27]
TRUMP: I was in Moscow recently [for the Miss Universe pageant],
and I spoke indirectly and directly with Presient Putin, who could not
have been nicer.

Eric Trump states in an interview with CNBC that, due to
falling oil prices, the Trump Organization has experienced a
slow-down with Russian investments, but that it his hoping
to make up for this in part through its own investments in
Europe [Feb. 18]

Trump forms a presidential exploratory committee for the 2016
election [March 18]

Putin ally Alexander Torshin claims that he and Donald Trump,
whom he has known for five years, met up at the NRA
convention in Nashville, just before Trump's campaign was
officially announced. [April 10]
According to Torshin, ?Trump said, ?So, you?re from Russia -- when
are you going to invade Latvia???Torshin says he assured Trump
that Russia did not plan to invade Latvia.

Russian Internet Research Agency begins placing Facebook ads aimed
at influencing the 2016 election

Flynn travels to Egypt and Israel to promote investment interests in
power plants [Early June]

Trump announces he is running for president in the 2016 election
[June 16]

Flynn failed to make required disclosures of this trip in financial
disclosures and during the renewal of his security clearance

Both Flynn and Jeff Sessions were involved in the deal, with was
aimed at a military and financial alliance with Russia to pull it away
from Iran

Polling shows Jeb Bush and Donald Trump are frontrunners in a
field of 17 candidates for the Republican primary

While in Scotland, Trump brags at a press conference about his " major
business" in Russia and his good relationships with the people there
[CBS] [July 30]
"Presidential candidate and businessman Donald Trump predicted
Thursday he would 'get along very well with Vladimir Putin,' Russia's
president who is often at odds with the current administration.
Elaborating on the relationship between Putin and President Obama,
Trump said, 'Obama and him, he hates Obama, Obama hates him. We
have unbelievably bad relationships.' His comments came during a press
conference in Scotland, where he is attending a golf tournament at the
Trump Turnberry course.
He explained that he had been to Russia during when he had a 'major
business' there and said he 'had a great relationship with the people of
Russia.'"

Sam Clovis ditches the Perry campaign to join the Trump campaign
as national co-chair [Aug. 25]
One month previous, Clovis had written scathing e-mails about Trump's
unfitness for office. [Des Moines Register]

Maria Butina, who works with Alexander Torshin, attends a Trump
rally and asks Trump what his foreign policy towards Russia
would be [July 11]
Trump answers: "Obama gets along with nobody. The whole world
hates us. ... Everybody hates us, and yet they make money with us.
With me, we're going to make money on them, and they're going to
like us. I know Putin, and I'll tell you what, we get along with Putin.
Putin has no respect for Obama. Big problem, big problem. ... I
believe I would get along very nicely with Putin, okay? And I mean
where we have the strength. I don't think you'd need the sanctions, I
think that we'd get along very very well, I really believe that."

Cozy Bear ? a hacking group believed to be linked to the FSS ?
gains access to the DNC servers. The DNC will not be aware of its
presence for nearly a year. [Approx. July]

Of the Russian social media ads that have been
publicly released, the first one ran in July, and was
targeted at people in cities with recent tensions over
police bruality [July 13]

Flynn receives $11,250 from a Russian airline. Flynn does not initially
disclose these payments as required. [Aug. 19]
GOP field narrows to six serious contenders: Trump, Carson, Rubio,
Fiorina, Bush, and Cruz.

Flynn meets with Trump and is reimbursed by campaign for expenses
[Sept 21] [Actual travel dates unknown]
Michael Cohen & Felix Sater begin negotiations on a proposed
license deal for a Trump World Tower Moscow. Cohen discusses the
deal with Trump " at least" three times [Bloomberg] [September]

Trump tells Hugh Hewitt that while in Moscow in 2013, he met with many
of Putin's " top level people," but that he can't go into detail about those
meetings [Sept. 21]

Fancy Bear ? the hacking group believed to be associated with GRU ?
began attempts to hack Demoratic officials' e-mails accounts [October]

Fancy Bear ? the hacking group believed to be associated with GRU ?
began attempts to hack Demoratic officials' e-mails accounts [October]
GOP field narrows to four serious contenders: Trump, Carson,
Rubio, Cruz.

"The group?s hackers seemed particularly interested in Democratic officials
working on voter registration issues: Pratt Wiley, the DNC?s then-director of
voter protection, had been targeted as far back as October 2015 and the
hackers tried to pry open his inbox as many as 15 times over six months."
[AP]

Gen. Michael Flynn appears on RT [Oct. 5]

Felix Sater exchanged Letter of Intent on Trump World Tower Moscow
deal with Trump's personal attorney, Michael Cohen [Oct. 13]
Sater writes, "I will get Putin on this program and we will get Donald elected."
He also writes it would be ?pretty cool to get a USA President elected? and that
he wanted Trump to appoint him as ambassador to the Bahamas: ?That my
friend is the home run I want out of this."
Sater stated in the e-mails that he had lined up financing for the project with
sanctioned-bank VTB. He also stated that he would show his Russian
contacts video clips of Trump praising Russia, and that he would 'arrange for
Mr. Putin to praise Mr. Trump?s business acumen': ?If [Putin] says it we own
this election. Americas most difficult adversary agreeing that Donald is a good
guy to negotiate.?

Flynn is invited to Moscow to speak at the Dec 2015 RT Gala [Oct. 13]
In a Nov. 20th e-mail, RT explains to Flynn what they would like him to speak
about at the gala: "Using your expertise as an intelligence professional, we'd
like to talk about the decision-making process in the White House and the role
of the intelligence community in it."

Michael Cohen discusses a second Moscow project with Russian
billionaire Sergei Gordeev [WaPo] [Oct]
In an interview, Trump excuses Russia shooting down MH-17 by
claiming " it could have been an accident" [Oct 14]
TUR: If you were President, would you hold Putin and Russia
accountable [for shooting down MH-17]?
TRUMP: Well, you know, they say it wasn't them. It may have been their
weapon, but they didn't use it, they didn't fire it. They even said the other
side fired it to blame them. I mean, to be honest with you, you'll probably
never know for sure. It was probably Russia. It was probably people
involved with ? on the pro-Russia side. But I think we have to straighten
our own problems out right now, Katy. We have some very big problems.
And we can get involved in all of these ? it's a horrible thing, all those
people dying. ? But they're saying it wasn't them. The other side says it
is them, and we're going to go through that argument probably for 50
years and nobody's ever going to know. It was probably was Russia. But
at the same time? we have to get back to making America great
again? . we can't just fight with everybody. That's a horrible situation.
When I first heard it I said unthinkable. It could have been a mistake. It
could have been they fired the missile and hit a plane by mistake.
Flynn travels to Saudi Arabia. Though he does report this trip on
disclosures, he provides misleading information on the nature of the
trip and its sponsors. [October]

In an e-mail to Michael Cohen, Felix Sater outlines a supposed plan that,

In an e-mail to Michael Cohen, Felix Sater outlines a supposed plan that,
with Vladimir Putin's help, will make it so " our boy [Trump] can become
President of the USA and we can engineer it." [Nov. 3]
Sater writes: ?If [Putin] says it we own this election. Americas most difficult
adversary agreeing that Donald is a good guy to negotiate.? The nature of
Sater's plan has not been disclosed in e-mails released so far. It is also
unclear how (or if) Sater has the ability to "get all of Putin's team to buy in on
this" like he claims.

FBI Director James Comey becomes aware of Russian-connected
hacking efforts, and learns that data from some organizations has
been obtained by Russia:

Foreign intelligence agencies allied with the U.S. begin detecting
communications between the Trump team and suspected Russian
agents. [Gaurdian]

COMEY: The first cyber ? it was all kinds of cyber intrusions going
on all the time. The first Russia-connected cyber intrusion, I became
aware of in the late summer of 2015. ... There was a massive effort
to target government and nongovernmental ? near-governmental
agencies like nonprofits.
BURR: When did you become aware that data had been exfiltrated?
COMEY: I?m not sure, exactly. I think either late ?15 or early ?16.

On Dec. 1, RT issues press release announcing
his appearance at the RT Gala later that month. In
response to pushback from colleagues, Flynn
tweets a defense of his decision to go to Moscow.
[Dec. 2]

RT pays Flynn $45,000 to speak at an RT Gala in Moscow; he is seated
next to Putin. [Dec. 12]
Sergey Ivanov, Dmitry Peskov, and Jill Stein are also seated at the table.
Flynn does not disclose this trip as required for financial and security
disclosures.

In a July 18, 2017 interview, Flynn will repeatedly avoid answering
questions about what he was paid for this appearance [Yahoo]

Russia invites NRA group (including Sheriff David Clarke) travels
to Moscow to meet with Deputy Prime Minister Dmitry Rogozin
[Dec. 12]

Trump continues to self-finance his campaign, with his business
and campaign operations highly intermingled [Business Insider]

In mid-December, Trump makes a $5,000,000 loan to his campaign
-- the largest single loan amount he makes -- bringing the total
amount he has loaned to his campaign $12,620,297.41 [Dec. 16]

Vladimir Putin makes complimentary comments on Trump
[Dec. 17]

Trump responds to Putin's comments [Dec. 17]
TRUMP CAMPAIGN: It is always a great honor to be so nicely
complimented by a man so highly respected within his own country
and beyond. I have always felt that Russia and the United States
should be able to work well with each other towards defeating
terrorism and restoring world peace, not to mention trade and all of
the other benefits derived from mutual respect.

PUTIN: He is a bright and talented person without any doubt. He is
the absolute leader of the presidential race? He says he will want
to reach another, deeper, level of relations (with Russia). What
else can we do but to welcome it? Certainly , we welcome it. That
is none of our business to evaluate his accomplishments but he
remains the absolute front-runner in the presidential race. He is an
outstanding and talented personality without any doubts.?
Intra-political things - his turn of phrase to prop up his popularity -"
are not a matter of concern for Russia. "It is none of our business
to estimate this work of his.

should be able to work well with each other towards defeating
terrorism and restoring world peace, not to mention trade and all of
the other benefits derived from mutual respect.

Carter Page is introduced to Sam Clovis and Corey Lewandowski

Stephen Miller, former aide to Jeff Sessions, joins the Trump
campaign

Flynn denies reports that he is working with Trump campaign and
refuses to answer questions about RT trip to Moscow [Daily Beast]

Iowa caucuses kick off the 2016 presidential primaries. Clinton takes
first in the Democratic caucus, while Cruz takes a narrow win for the
Republicans, with Trump a close second. [Feb. 1]
Trump has decisive win in New Hampshire primary; Kasich is a distant
second [Feb. 9]
Trump wins South Carolina primary [Feb. 20]

Trump wins Nevada primary [Feb. 23]

Manafort writes to the Trump campaign to pitch his services as
the convention manager for the campaign. He says he is " not
looking for a paid job," and can help with the " transition of the
RNC into a Trump for President" structure. [Feb. 29]

Michael Cohen writes to Putin's spokesman at a publicly listed email
address asking for his help with restarting the Trump World Tower
Moscow deal [Unknown date in January]
Cohen's e-mail asks for help because "this project is too important," but
apparently gets no response from Peskov. Felix Sater has stated that the
deal "had come to a halt because of Mr. Trump?s presidential campaign."
[NYT] (Additionally, Andrey Rozov, the Russian partner on the deal, went
through financial difficulties in December 2015 and his bank had been
stripped of its license. This might also explain why the deal failed.)

Senator Jeff Sessions endorses Trump [Feb. 28]

As Trump's chances of taking the nomination start to become a
real possibility, the 'Never Trump' movement begins to take shape
among some members of the GOP [Feb 2016]

On Super Tuesday, Trump takes 255 delegates, Cruz takes 218,
followed by Rubio (96), Kasich (21), and Carson (3) [March 1]

Carter Page and Sam Clovis meet in NoVa to have Page sign
an NDA before joining campaign [Early March]

George Papadopoulos learns that he's been chosen as a foreign policy
adviser to Donald Trump [March 6]
After conversations with Sam Clovis, Papadopoulos comes to
understand " that a principal foreign policy focus of the Campaign was
an improved U.S. relationship with Russia."

Russian hackers obtain Podesta e-mails after sustained phishing effort
against Clinton campaign servers [March 10]
"It was just before noon in Moscow on March 10, 2016, when the first
volley of malicious messages hit the Hillary Clinton campaign.
The first 29 phishing emails were almost all misfires. Addressed to people
who worked for Clinton during her first presidential run, the messages
bounced back untouched.
Except one.
Within nine days, some of the campaign?s most consequential secrets
would be in the hackers?hands, part of a massive operation aimed at
vacuuming up millions of messages from thousands of inboxes across the
world." [AP]

From March 5 - March 15, Trump takes 368 delegates, Cruz 188,
Kasich 117, and Rubio 54. Trump's nomination becomes very likely.

George Papadoupouls meets with Prof. Joseph
Mifsud in Italy [March 14]

Wikileaks posts archive of Hillary Clinton's e-mails that were released
by the State Department pursuant to FOIA requests [March 16]
Note: These are not leaked e-mails, just copies of government-released
e-mails hosted on Wikileaks.

Russian-affiliated hackers obtain campaign e-mails of Hillary's
manager, John Podesta [March 19]
Trump publicly announces his foreign policy advisors [March 21]
TRUMP: Walid Phares, who you probably know. Ph.D., adviser to the
House of Representatives. He?s a counter-terrorism expert,? Trump said
in the Post interview, according to reporters Robert Costa and Philip
Rucker. ?Carter Page, Ph.D. George Papadopoulos. He?s an oil and
energy consultant. Excellent guy. The honorable Joe Schmitz, [was]
inspector general at the Department of Defense. General Keith Kellogg.
And I have quite a few more. But that?s a group of some of the people
that we are dealing with. We have many other people in different aspects
of what we do. But that?s a pretty representative group.?

Papadopoulos meets with Mifsud and " Putin's niece" in London
[March 24]

After the meeting, Papadopoulos sends an update to senior members
of the Trump Campaign [March 24]

Trump gives interview to WaPo, makes negative comments on NATO
[March 24]
TRUMP: Look, I see NATO as a good thing to have ? I look at the
Ukraine situation and I say, so Ukraine is a country that affects us far less
than it affects other countries in NATO, and yet we are doing all of the
lifting, they?re not doing anything. And I say, why is it that Germany is not
dealing with NATO on Ukraine? Why is it that other countries that are in
the vicinity of the Ukraine not dealing with ? why are we always the one
that?s leading, potentially the third world war, okay, with Russia? Why are
we always the ones that are doing it? And I think the concept of NATO is
good, but I do think the United States has to have some help. We are not
helped. I?ll give you a better example than that. I mean, we pay billions?
hundreds of billions of dollars to supporting other countries that are in
theory wealthier than we are.
DIEHL: Hundreds of billions?
TRUMP: Billions. Well if you look at Germany, if you look at Saudi Arabia,
if you look at Japan, if you look at South Korea? I mean we spend
billions of dollars on Saudi Arabia, and they have nothing but money. And
I say, why? Now I would go in and I would structure a much different deal
with them, and it would be a much better deal. When you look at the kind
of money that our country is losing, we can?t afford to do this. Certainly we

I say, why? Now I would go in and I would structure a much different deal
with them, and it would be a much better deal. When you look at the kind
of money that our country is losing, we can?t afford to do this. Certainly we
can?t afford to do it anymore.

Note that, per a footnote in the Papadopoulos filings, Papadopoulos did
not actually meet with the " Russian ambassador in London."
It is unclear if Papadopoulos' e-mail (and Mueller, in his filing) is implying that
rather than the Russian ambassador to the UK, Papadopoulos actually met
with Sergei Ryabkov -- the Russian deputy foreign minister.

Example Russian Facebook ad targeted at Bernie Sanders
supporters attacking " hateful comments from the Hillary
supporters" [March 24]

Trump holds " National Security Meeting" at his unfinished hotel in
Washington, DC. Jeff Sessions, George Papadopoulos, J.D. Gordon,
and others attend. [March 31]
One year later, in March 2017, Jim Acosta will describe a phone call with
J.D. Gordon in which Gordon claims that, at this March 31, 2016 meeting,
Trump will state policy preferences that later lead the campaign to block
an amendment to the RNC platform
JIM ACOSTA: Gordon said he was part of the effort pushed by the
Trump campaign to put some language in the GOP platform that
essentially said that the Republican Party did not advocate for arming
the Ukrainians in their battle against pro-Russian separatists. He said
that his is the language that Donald Trump himself wanted and
advocated for back in March at a meeting at the unfinished Trump
hotel here in Washington D.C. J.D. Gordon says then-candidate Trump
said he did not want to ?go to World War III over Ukraine,?and J.D.
Gordon says at the Republican convention in Cleveland he advocated
for language in that Republican Party platform that reflected
then-candidate Trump?s comment.

Sessions initially denies that Russia meetings ever came up during
the campaign, but later remembers 'pushing back' on Papadopoulos'
suggestion

At the National Security Meeting in DC, Papadopoulos introduces
himself to the rest of the campaing team by describing his ability to
arrange a meeting between Trump and Putin [March 31]

Carter Page does not attend the March 31st national security meeting,
because of reasons

George Papadopoulos e-mails Prof. Mifsud and the woman he was told
was Putin's niece [April 10]

Flynn continues to be involved in the Saudi/Russian power plant deal
being developed by ACU/X-Co/IronBridge [April 6]

Paul Manafort e-mails his Russian-based business associate, Konstantin
Kilimnik, to ask if he has shown " OVD" (initials of Oleg Deripaska) the
favorable media coverage he has received since joining Trump's
campaign [April 11]

An attempt is made to register a domain that appears to be the
precursor to DCLeaks.com [April 12]
"As the hacking intensified, other elements swung into place. On April 12,
2016, someone paid $37 worth of bitcoin to the Romanian web hosting
company THCServers.com, to reserve a website called
Electionleaks.com, according to transaction records obtained by AP. A
botched registration meant the site never got off the ground, but the
records show THC received a nearly identical payment a week later to
create DCLeaks.com." [AP]

George Papadopoulos e-mails Prof. Mifsud and Ivan Timofeev [" the
MFA Connection" ] [April 18]

Ted Cruz is mathematically eliminated from winning the
Republican nomination, and focus becomes getting enough
delegates to force a contested convention. [April 19]

Republican nomination, and focus becomes getting enough
delegates to force a contested convention. [April 19]

DCLeaks.com is registered [April 19]

Russia's ad campaign continues to promote
divisive messages [April 22]

George Papadopoulos e-mails/Skypes Ivan Timofeev [April 22]

Kushner has first phone call with Russian Ambassador Sergei Kislyak,
but fails to disclose it on security forms [unknown date in April]

Manafort meets with his business partner Kilimnik
in DC. Kilimnik will later suggest he was involved
in watering down the Ukraine language in the RNC
Platform [April, unknown dates]

After the April 26th primaries, Trump has 994 delegates (though
he wrongly claims to have 1,001), and is just shy of the 1,237
needed to secure the nomination [April 26]
George Papadopoulos e-mails Stephen Miller with an update on his
meetings with Russian officials in London [April 25]
Papadopoulos is clear that he is meeting with Russian officials, and that he is
discussing campaign-related matters with them.

George Papadopoulos meets Prof. Mifsud in London; Mifsud tells
Papadopoulos that the Russians have " thousands" of e-mails from
Clinton [April 26]

Trump gives foreign policy speech at the Mayflower Hotel in
Washington DC [April 27]

Russian Ambassador Sergei Kislyak attends Trump's speech at the
Mayflower, and reportedly speaks, at least in passing, to both Trump
and Sessions [April 27]
George Papadopoulos e-mails Stephen Miller and Corey Lewandowski
with an update on his meetings with Russian officials while in London
[April 27]

George Papadopoulos continues efforts to arrange a meeting between
the Trump Campaign and Russia [April 29]

In a 2017 interview with Radio Free Europe, Konstantin Kilimnik
acknowledged speaking to Manafort " every couple of months" during
the election [RFE]

Manafort has acknowledged that his discussions with Kilimnik did
involve campaign matters, including the DNC hack, but that at the time
they did not know Russia was involved [Politico]
Notably, Kilimnik reportedly claimed, after returning from the U.S., that he'd
been involved some way in the Ukraine amendment in the GOP platform

Cruz and Kasich suspend their campaigns, leaving Trump the
presumptive nominee of the Republican party [May 3-4]

Activity on the " Alfa Server" begins [May 4]
"Alfa Bank vehemently denied the conclusions of the computer scientists
(and Slate), claiming the suspicious internet traffic was caused by errant
spam emails from Trump hotels and that their reputation was under
politically motivated attack. Outlets that included The Intercept and the
Washington Post questioned just how solid the evidence was, pointing
out technical gaps and suggesting that the weird server blips were
certainly suspicious and worth investigating, but probably not evidence

Washington Post questioned just how solid the evidence was, pointing
out technical gaps and suggesting that the weird server blips were
certainly suspicious and worth investigating, but probably not evidence
of covert communications. It was, it seemed, probably just too juicy to be
true." [Intercept]

Papadopolous continues to e-mail his Russian contacts and to
update senior Trump campaign officials on the status of those
communications [May 4]
In his testimony before the House, Carter Page is asked about an email
he sent to other Trump foreign policy advisers about ways to contact him
[May 5]

Trump campaign officials regularly bring up the
" missing e-mails stolen from her secret server"

Carter Page e-mails other campaign members and suggests that, as a
way of upstaging Obama, the Trump campaign should send Trump
himself to Russia instead of sending Carter Page [May 16]

Paul Erickson, a long-term and high ranking NRA supporter, reaches
out to Rick Dearborn. The e-mail subject is " Kremlin Connection."
[Unknown date in May]
In the e-mail, Erickson describes how he is connected to the Russian
government, and that they have been "quietly but actively" seeking
communication with Trump, and wishes to visit with him before the election.

Rick Clay reaches out to Rick Dearborn with a second (and separate)
proposal for a Russian backdoor overture [Unknown date in May]

Dearborn forwarded the e-mail to Rick Gates, Paul Manafort, Jared
Kushner, and others. After an e-mail discussion between Dearborn and
Kushner, Kushner passed on the idea, deciding he didn't believe
Torshin's offer was real.

Manafort is named Trump's Campaign Chairman [May 19]

Trump gives speech at the NRA convention in St. Louis. [May 20]
Don Jr. and Alexander Torshin meet at the NRA convention. There are
many contradictory accounts of the Don Jr.-Torshin meeting, and it is
unclear exactly when or where it took place. [May 20?]
Torshin told Bloomberg, in an August 2016 interview, that the meeting did
happen: "[Torshin] said he?s met Republican presidential nominee Donald
Trump and in May shared a dinner table with the billionaire?s son, Donald
Trump Jr., at the gun lobby?s annual convention in Louisville, Kentucky. He
keeps photos of the event on his computer tablet." Torshin also claimed that
"he stayed clear of then-candidate Trump at last year?s N.R.A. event to avoid
controversy, dining with Donald Trump Jr. instead." [Bloomberg]
However, Don Jr. and the White House have given a variety of alternative
explanations:
?Donald J. Trump Jr. was attending an NRA convention and having dinner

explanations:
?Donald J. Trump Jr. was attending an NRA convention and having dinner
when an acquaintance asked him to say hello to Torshin and made an
introduction. They made small talk for a few minutes and went back to their
separate meals. That is the extent of their communication or contact." [Don
Jr.'s attorney, to NBC]
"A person familiar with the encounter disputed Torshin?s account, saying
Trump Jr. recalls meeting a Russian that night but doesn?t recall if it was
Torshin. When mutual acquaintances introduced the two men, the pair
exchanged pleasantries, then the Russian sat at a table nearby, this person
said." [Bloomberg]
"A senior White House official said ... [that at the 2016 NRA convention]
Torshin briefly greeted Donald Jr. at a restaurant." [WaPo]
"While attending last year?s NRA convention in Louisville, Ky., Torshin was
introduced to Donald Trump Jr. at a private dinner at a Louisville restaurant,
according to three sources familiar with the encounter." [Yahoo]
"Neither Mr. Trump nor his campaign officials attended the veterans?dinner,
Mr. Clay said. Donald Trump Jr. attended a separate dinner that night,
hosted by the National Rifle Association, that Mr. Torshin also attended. Both
dinners were in Louisville." [NYT]

Russian social media campaign sparks white supremacist protest and
counter-protest in Houston [May 21]

Papadopoulos continues to send e-mails to senior campaign
personnel seeking to schedule a Trump/Russia meeting [May 21]

Trump secures 1,237 delegates and becomes presumptive
nominee of the Republican party [May 26]

Don Jr. receives e-mail from Rob Goldstone, seeking to set up meeting
between Trump campaign and Russian officials regfarding " some
official documents and information that would incriminate Hillary."

Clinton secures enough delegates to become the presumptive
Democratic nominee for president [June 6]

At a foreign policy meeting with the Indian Prime Minister Modi and
other foreign policy experts, Carter Page went off topic with " effusive
praise" for Putin [WaPo] [June 7]
Example Russian Facebook ad, aimed at Bernie Sanders
supporters, focusing on Clinton Foundation's receipt of Saudi
money [June 8]

The Trump Campaign's messaging (and Trump's tweets) frequently
mirror themes pressed by Russian social media campaigns and RT
programming (and vice versa).

At a congressional hearing on Nov. 1, 2017, with representatives from
Twitter, Google, and Facebook, the tech companies declined to give an
opinion on this " chicken and the egg" question

Rebekah Mercer reportedly discusses an attempt to find and release
Hillary's e-mails, but rules against the idea due to legal liabilities
[WSJ [June]

On the day of the meeting, Veselnitskaya e-mailed Goldstone to ask if
she could bring additional people [June 9]

The Trump Tower meeting takes place. [4pm, June 9]
In attendance are Don Jr., Paul Manafort, Jared Kushner,
Natalia Veselnitskaya, Irakly Kaveladze, Rob Goldstone, and
Rinat Akhmetshin.

Around the time the meeting would have ended,
Trump tweets about Hillary's " 33,000 emails"

Julian Assange hits that more e-mails will soon be released; press
wrongly assumes they are e-mails sent by Hillary as Sec. of State
[June 12]

" Oilprice.com" reports, with unknown sourcing, that Russia
plans to release intercepted e-mails from when Hillary was
Sec. of State. This claim is repeated by Breitbart and others in
the conservative media. [June 13]

After seeing the Guardian article, CEO of Cambridge Analytica
Alexander Nix reaches out to Wikileaks to ask if they could share
Hillary's emails with them. (Note that this takes place before Trump
hires Cambridge Analytica.) [WSJ] [~June 13]

In call with GOP leaders, House Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy
speculates that Putin is paying Trump and Rohrabacher. Paul Ryan
and Steve Scalise admonish those on the call not to leak the
statement [June 15]

A wordpress account calling itself Guccifer 2.0 posts Trump oppo
research that the persona claims it recovered from DNC servers.
Guccifer 2.0 claims he was acting alone [June 15]
Note: The Guccifer 2.0 persona's claim to have hacked the DNC does
not appear to be supported by the documents actually released

In response to the Trump oppo research that was released by
Guccifer 2.0, Trump issues a statement denying Russia's
involvement [June 15]
TRUMP: This is all information that has been out there for many
years. Much of it is false and/or entirely inaccurate. We believe it
was the DNC that did the ?hacking?as a way to distract from the
many issues facing their deeply flawed candidate and failed party
leader. Too bad the DNC doesn?t hack Hillary Clinton?s 33,000
missing emails.

Felix Sater invites Michael Cohen to an event in St. Petersburg. Sater
told Cohen that he could meet Russian Prime Minister Dmitry
Medvedev and major economic leaders, and possibly Putin himself.
Cohen says he declined the invite. [Mid-June]
"At one point, Sater told Cohen that Putin?s spokesman, Dmitry Peskov,
could help arrange the discussions, according to a person familiar with the
exchange. Robert Wolf, an attorney for Sater, declined to comment. The
correspondence included a formal invitation to the conference from the
Russian leader of the event, according to people familiar with the Trump
Organization documents. The invitation included a letter signed by a
conference official designed to help Cohen get a visa from the Russian
government." [WaPo]

Papadopoulos has " several email and Skype exchanges with"
Timofeev before e-mailing campaign manager Corey Lewandowski
[June 19]

Corey Lewandowski, Trump's campaign manager, is
unexpectedly fired when he goes into Trump Tower on
Monday morning [June 20]

Carter Page attends a dinner in DC with other foreign policy
advisers. He mentions to Jeff Sessions that he is headed to Russia.
[Approx. June 30]

DCLeaks.com releases hacked e-mails of Air Force Gen. Philip
Breedlove, former supreme commander of the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization [July 1]

Comey gives press conference announcing he will not be charging
Clinton in the e-mail controversy. In 2017, there are various
conflicting reports that Comey's decision to take this unilateral and
public act was motivated by a document that may have been
Russian disinfo. [July 5]

Manafort and Kilimnik e-mail about an upcoming article on Black Sea
Cable, a company involved in Manafort's and Deripaska's previous
business relationship [July 7]

Reportedly, the FBI had obtained the document from a Russian source,
and on its face it was an e-mail from former DNC head Debbie
Wasserman Schultz to Leonard Benardo of George Soros's Open
Society Foundations, stating that Attorney General Lorette Lynch had
told Clinton staffer Amanda Renteria that Lynch 'would prevent the
investigation from going too far.' By August 2016, however, the FBI had
come to doubt the e-mails authenticity, and all the purported participants
deny having any contact with one another.

According to Lindsey Graham, Comey briefed his committee on the
e-mail at least twice, and explained the Wasserman
Schultz/Benardo/Renteria e-mail was why he had " jumped into the
election last year."

After Kilimnik suggests that Deripaska is growing more interested in
Trump's campaign, Manafort offers to give the Russian oligarch
" private briefings" on the campaign's status [July 7]

Kilimnik forwards Manafort the Kyiv Post story. Manafort tells him to
make sure Deripaska's aide knows that the story is " bullshit," and
that the " real facts" are the ones Manafort had provided to Deripaska
the year before [July 8]
WaPo reports that the Trump campaign's sole involvement in the
drafting of the GOP platform was for the purpose of watering down
commitments to Ukraine. At a subcomittee meeting in Cleveland,
Diane Denman tried to introduce stronger language on Ukraine, and
the Trump camp intervened to stop it. [~July 11]

Diane Denman tried to introduce stronger language on Ukraine, and
the Trump camp intervened to stop it. [~July 11]

Peter W. Smith, a long-term GOP operative, approaches
cybersecurity consultant Matt Tait with an offer: someone on the
" dark web" had offered to give them Hillary's Secretary of State
e-mails, and they wanted to know if he could verify if they were
genuine [Lawfare] [Late July]

Carter Page gives a speech at a graduation ceremony at Moscow's New
Economic School (see lecture slide below) that " dumbfounded foreign
policy experts" because of its harsh criticisms of U.S. policy. [WaPo]
[July 8]

Note: Smith was not particularly web-savvy, and was working with alt-right
trolls who frequently propagate conspiracy theories online.

Carter Page e-mails campaign members back in the U.S. about the
" incredible insights and outreach" he received while in Moscow
[July 8]
At his hearing before Congress, Carter Page claims he was speaking of
things he saw on TV, not individual converations with actual Russian
legislators.

Peter W. Smith tells experts he is attempting to recruit that he
works with Mike Flynn and Mike Flynn Jr. [WSJ]

Russian hackers discussed how to
obtain Hillary's e-mails and then
transmit them to Mike Flynn [WSJ]
[Unknown Date]

Peter W. Smith found " five groups of hackers" who claimed to have
the e-mails; his group knew these hackers were likely cut-outs for
the Russian government [WSJ]

Peter W. Smith found " five groups of hackers" who claimed to have
the e-mails; his group knew these hackers were likely cut-outs for
the Russian government [WSJ]
After reviewing e-mails produced by the group, Peter W. Smith says he
was unable to vet them, and told the groups to transmit them to Wikileaks
instead.

In Jan 2017, Peter W. Smith writes on his blog that Wikileaks " said it was in
possession" of Hillary's e-mails and has been for nine months (approx.
March 2016), but did not release them
It is unclear what Smith is referring to, and he may be conflating or confusing
statements from different organizations. Or perhaps the e-mails referred to were
the Podesta e-mails -- obtained in late March 2016 -- rather than the Secretary of
State e-mails.

Mike Pence is named as Trump's running mate [July 15]

On the first day of the Republican Convention, Jeff Sessions speaks
with Russian ambassador Sergey Kislyak and a few other foreign
dignitaries after delivering remarks for a Heritage Foundation event
[WaPo] [July 18]

Although Sessions says in March 2017 that campaign matters were not
discussed, Kislyak's intercepted communications contradict Sessions'
claims [WSJ]

Carter Page and J.D. Gordon speak to Russian ambassador Sergey
Kislyak at a luncheon at the Republican Convention [July 20]
"Gordon told USA Today it was an 'informal conversation,' while Page said
he had 'no substantive discussions' with the ambassador." [USA]
However, the conversation between Page and Kislyak was just one of many
that took place between the Trump campaign and Russian officials during
the election, per an Obama White House official, and that numerous Trump
campaign personnel made statements to Putin's agents promising policy
changes after Trump came into office. [Politico]

Donald Trump accepts the Republican nomination [July 21]

Wikileaks releases e-mails obtained from the accounts of numerous
high-level DNC officials [July 22]

Don Jr. goes on CNN with Jake Tapper and denies that Russie had
anything to do with the Wikileaks release [July 24]
JAKE TAPPER: So, I don't know if you were hearing earlier, but Robby
Mook, the campaign manager for Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, I asked
him about the DNC leak. And he suggested that experts are saying that
Russians were behind both the leak ? the hacking of the DNC emails and
their release. He seemed to be suggesting that this is part of a plot to help
Donald Trump and hurt Hillary Clinton. Your response?
TRUMP JR.: Well, it just goes to show you their exact moral compass. I
mean, they will say anything to be able to win this. I mean, this is time and
time again, lie after lie. You notice he won't say, ?Well, I say this.? We hear
?experts.? You know, his house cat at home once said that this is what's
happening with the Russians. It's disgusting. It's so phony. I watched him
bumble through the interview, I was able to hear it on audio a little bit. I
mean, I can't think of bigger lies, but that exactly goes to show you what
the DNC and what the Clinton camp will do. They will lie and do anything to
win.You hear it with the DNC where they're leaking emails about Bernie
Sanders and his Jewish heritage, to be able to try to destroy him in the
South. It's a rigged system. It's disgusting and the people who should be fed
up because when I heard it I certainly was
TRUMP JR.: ... [R]ight now I'm more concerned about getting my father in
there because I know that he will do a wonderful job with that. I know he's
going to fight for the people. You know, it's not going to be about signed (ph)
by politics. It's not going to be about divisive politics and emails. You know,
accusing people of working with the Russian government. It's not going
to be about, you know, going against our opponents calling it a Jewish
heritage and try to use that against them in the South. If Republicans did that
it would be disgusting and that's what you're going to see in a Clinton
administration. This sort of divisiveness has to stop. They should be
ashamed of themselves.
Manafort is interviewed by George Stephanopolous [July 25]
GEORGE STEPHANOPOLOUS: Are there any ties between Mr. Trump,
you or your campaign and Putin and his regime?
MANAFORT: No, there are not. That?s absurd. And, you know, there?s no

The Trump Campaign tries to push back against
the media coverage that links Wikileaks to Russian
operatives

you or your campaign and Putin and his regime?
MANAFORT: No, there are not. That?s absurd. And, you know, there?s no
basis to it. ... We have no relationship. This is an absurd attempt by the
Clinton campaign to try and get the focus off of what the real issue is.

Trump gives press conference and calls for Russia to release Hillary's
e-mails [July 27]
Trump: But it would be interesting to see -- I will tell you this -- Russia, if
you're listening, I hope you're able to find the 30,000 e-mails that are
missing. I think you will probably be rewarded mightily by our press. Let's
see if that happens. That'll be next.
Right now, we don't have a good relationship. Putin has said things over
the last year that are really bad things. OK? He mentioned the " N" word
one time. I was shocked to hear him mention the " N" word. You know
what the "N" word is, right? He mentioned it. I was shocked. He has a total
lack of respect for President Obama."

Kilimnik tells Manafort about a meeting he had with Deripaska (who
is referred to in code). Deripaska had " several important messages"
he wanted Kilimnik to brief Manafort on, about something " quite
interesting" having to do with " the future of Russia." Manafort agrees
to the meeting. [July 29]

I don't like Huma going home at night and telling Anthony Weiner all
of these secrets, OK? So how can Hillary Clinton be briefed on this
unbelievably delicate information when it was just proven that she lied and
that her server shouldn't have had it and that they're missing 33,000 e-mails
and that's just the beginning. So I don't think that I know at some point,
they're going to be calling, they're going to want to brief me, but I'm not
a talker about this stuff.

Clinton accepts the Democratic nomination [July 28]

Jeff Sessions is interviewed by Jim Acosta, and admits that he has
frequently been asked about whether they should go to the Russians
to get Hillary's e-mails [July 30]
JIM ACOSTA: What can you tell us about these investments? What are
you aware of? Is he coming clean on this?
JEFF SESSIONS: What I want to tell you is that Hillary Clinton left her
email system totally vulnerable to a Russian penetration. It?s probably clear
that they have what was on that system. I have people come up to me all
the time and say, why don?t you ? if you want to find out where those
30,000 emails are, why don?t you ask the Russians? They?re the ones
that have them. So she has made a huge error in there. Secondly, this
whole problem with Russia is really disastrous for America, for Russia and
for the world. Donald Trump is right. We need to figure out a way to end this
cycle of hostility that?s putting this country at risk, costing us billions of
dollars in defense, and creating hostilities.

Trump is asked by George Stephanopoulos about the platform
change [July 31]
?I was not involved in that,? Trump said. ?I?d have to take a look at it.?
?Do you know what they did?? Stephanopoulos asked. ?They softened
[the platform], I heard. But I was not involved," Trump answered.

Kilimnik and Manafort make plans to meet two days later. Whatever
messages that Kilimnik has to pass on, they are signficant, and will
take some time to explain. [July 31]

Manafort goes on Meet the Press and denies being involved in the RNC
platform change. [July 31]
When asked if he had any involvement, Manafort stated, "I had none. In
fact, I didn?t even hear about it until after our convention was over.? Chuck
Todd asked, ?Where did it come from then? Because everyone on the
platform committee had said it came from the Trump campaign. If not you,
who?? Manafort responded, ?It absolutely did not come from the campaign. I
don?t know who everybody is, but I guarantee you it was nobody that was on
the platform committee.?

Alexander Torshin frequently references Tennessee and
Nashville in his tweets to Trump, perhaps a reference to their
2015 meeting in Nashville [Aug. 1]

At an event in Florida, Roger Stone claims to be in contact with Julian
Assange, and suggests the next set of documents to be released have
something to do with the Clinton Foundation [Media Matters] [Aug. 8]
Note that Stone's prediction about the Clinton Foundation does not appear to
have been correct, which may call into question the source of his claimed
insider information. In October, DCLeaks.com will release what it claims are
Clinton Foundation e-mails, but the claim is not substantiated.

Per WaPo, Kilimnik and Manafort meet at the Grand Havana
Club, a Manhattan cigar club [Aug. 2]
Kilimnik says that he and Manafort discussed "unpaid bills" and
"current news," and that these were "private visits" (note the plural)
that were "in no way related to politics or the presidential campaign
in the U.S."

DCLeaks.com releases a selection of approximately 300 e-mails,
many from from GOP targets, including John McCain and Lindsey
Graham [Aug 12]
Notably, this leaks also includes e-mails obtained from Peter W. Smith -the GOP operative who was attempting to obtain Hillary Clinton's State

Notably, this leaks also includes e-mails obtained from Peter W. Smith -the GOP operative who was attempting to obtain Hillary Clinton's State
Dept. e-mails from "the dark web." Other e-mails included in the dump
have no obvious connection to any likely political target (and appear to
have been obtained from individuals not involved in the political sphere),
and their origin and inclusion in the dump is unclear. All e-mails were sent
between June 9 and Oct. 26, 2015.

Trump, speaking in third person, tells CNBC that " During his
administration, Trump will be friendly to Putin" [Aug. 11]

Roger Stone has Twitter DM conversation with the Guccifer 2.0
account [Aug. 14]

Days after his remarks on speaking to Assange are made public,
Roger Stone claims his computer was " hacked" and his e-mail
contacts were all destroyed [WND] [Aug. 12]

The New York Times publishes an article on
Manafort's appearance in the Ukrainian " black
ledger" [Aug. 14]
Per court filings, through July and August there were more
communications about Papadopoulos arranging a meeting overseas.
Then, " [a]fter several weeks of further communications regarding a
potential 'off the record' meeting with Russian officials," Sam Clovis
encourages Papadopoulos to make the meeting happen, though
ultimately it never does. [Aug. 15]

DCLeaks.com releases approximately 2,500 files associated with the
Soros Open Foundation [Aug. 15]
Manafort resigns due to fallout from the Ukraine
black ledger story [Aug. 19]

The Mercers recommend that Trump install their allies,
Kellyanne Conway and Steve Bannon, to lead his campaign,
and Trump agrees [~Aug 19]

Roger Stone makes an apparent reference to the Podesta hack on
August 21st, over a month and a half before Wikileaks actually
releases the e-mails [Aug 21]

Note that, in his Sept. 2017 congressional testimony, Stone claims that
his reference to Podesta was merely a coincidence, and did not
indicate foreknowledge of the Podesta leak

Hope Hicks gives statement on Carter Page: " Mr. Page is an
informal adviser named as part of a much larger group several
months ago. He does not speak for or represent the campaign in
any official capacity." [Aug 24]

Rebekah Mercer asks the head of Cambridge Analytica to make
Hillary Clinton's e-mails more searchable [WSJ] [Aug 26]

GOP operative Peter Smith forms " KLS Research LLC," a Delaware
LLC dedicated to finding Hillary Clinton's e-mails from when she
was Secretary of State [WSJ] [Sept. 2]

Carter Page travels to Budapest, Hungary, over labor day weekend,
and may have met a Russian while there, but he can't recall
because he did not discuss anything serious with the Russian
[~Sept. 2]

Carter Page is inconsistent on the purpose of his trip, which he
suggests was related to his work in geothermal energy,
although the Hungarians he met with say that the topic never
came up

According to a Hungarian journalist, the officials
Carter Page met with were not impressed by him

Peter W. Smith sends Matt Tait an outline for an outside campaign
organization that would obtain and disseminate Hillary's Secretary of
State e-mails [Sept 7] [Lawfare]

Jeff Sessions has a private meeting with Ambassador Kislyak in
his senate office, his third in-person encounter with Kislyak since
joining the Trump campaign [Sept. 8]
Although U.S. IC intercepted communications from Kislyak describing
his previous two meetings with Sessions, no officials appear to have
confirmed to date that any communications have been intercepted
regarding this encounter.phone

On March 1, 2017, a spokesperson for Sessions told the Wall Street
Journal that Sessions had a phone call with Kislyak in September
[WSJ]
It is unclear whether the spokesperson is referring to a separate call with

[WSJ]
It is unclear whether the spokesperson is referring to a separate call with
Kislyak, or if she is mistakenly referring to the physical meeting Sessions
had with Kislyak in Sessions' office as a phone call instead of a meeting.
In an NBC interview, Trump defends Putin, denies reports that Putin
was behind DNC hacking, and states, " I think I would have a very,
very good relationship with Putin. And I think I would have a very,
very good relationship with Russia." [Sept. 7]

DCLeaks.com releases hacked e-mails obtained from Colin
Powell [Sept. 13]

Wikileaks releases additional e-mails obtained from the DNC hack
[Sept. 14]

Wikileaks contacts Don Jr. by Twitter DM, and Don Jr. responds
" off the record" [Sept. 20]

Don Jr. notifies Kushner, Bannon, Conway, and Parscale of the contact
from Wikileaks [Sept. 20]
"[O]n the same day that Trump Jr. received the first message from Wikileaks,
he emailed other senior officials with the Trump campaign, including Steve
Bannon, Kellyanne Conway, Brad Parscale, and Trump son-in-law Jared
Kushner, telling them Wikileaks had made contact. Kushner then forwarded
the email to campaign communications staffer Hope Hicks. At no point during
the 10-month correspondence does Trump, Jr. rebuff Wikileaks, which had
published stolen documents and was already observed to be releasing

the email to campaign communications staffer Hope Hicks. At no point during
the 10-month correspondence does Trump, Jr. rebuff Wikileaks, which had
published stolen documents and was already observed to be releasing
information that benefited Russian interests." [Atlantic]

Roger Stone tweets a prediction, with hash-tag
Wikileaks, on Wednesday, " Hillary Clinton is done"
[Oct. 1]

Papadopoulos sends Mifsud a link over Facebook (likely, but
unconfirmed, a link to an interview Papadopoulos gave) [Oct. 1]

Note: It is unclear what Stone is referring to; neither
Wikileaks now any other leaking groups had announced
any releases planned for Wednesday, Oct. 5th (and no
releases occur on that date).

Due to " specific information," Wikileaks delays its
planned release of Clinton information [Oct.3]

DM messages are sent between the Twitter accounts for
Wikileaks and Don Jr. [Oct. 3]

The Guccifer 2.0 persona posts what it claims to be files
obtained from the Clinton Foundation. This claim is
unsubstantiated. [Oct. 4]
Washington Post releases the Access Hollywood tape, in
which Trump brags about committing sexual assault [Oct. 7]

Less than an hour after the Access Hollywood tape is
published, Wikileaks releases the Podesta e-mails [Oct. 7]

U.S. Intelligence services announce that Russia is behind the 2016
election-related hacking and interference campaign [Oct. 7]

Comey is made aware of the e-mails found on the Weiner laptop
[Mid-October]

Fifteen minutes after Don Jr.'s exchange with
Wikileaks, Trump tweets about Wikileaks [Oct. 12]

Don Jr. attends meetings in Paris with a think tank that
promotes Russian cooperation in Syria. The meeting is not
made public until the Wall Street Journal reports on it after
the election. [Oct. 11]

Wikileaks DMs Don Jr. to ask him
to tweet out a specific link for his
followers to use in searching
Podesta emails [Oct. 12]

Wikileaks again DMs Don Jr., this time to try
to convince him to let Wikileaks leak Trump's
taxes [Oct. 21]

Throughout October, the Trumps tweet heavily
about Wikileaks

Rudy Giuliani hints at another October Surprise in
interview with Fox & Friends. [Oct. 25]
GIULIANI: We got a couple of surprises left. I call them surprises in
the way that we?re going to campaign to get our message out there.
Maybe in a little bit of a different way and you?ll see and I think it will
be enormously effective. And I do think that all of these revelations
about Hillary Clinton finally are beginning to have an impact.

Example Russian Facebook ad. Perhaps predicting a
Clinton win, the ad promotes Texan secession in the
event of a Hillary win [Oct. 26]

be enormously effective. And I do think that all of these revelations
about Hillary Clinton finally are beginning to have an impact.

Comey sends the Comey Letter to Congress. Chaffetz immediately
leaks it. [Oct. 28]

The New York Times publishes an article describing how the FBI
investigated Trump's ties to Russia, but found no link [Oct. 31]

Two days after the Comey Letter is released, Giuliani is asked whether
he had known the letter was coming; he answers, " Did I hear about it?
You?re darn right I heard about it." [Nov. 2]
In May 2017, Comey tells Congress that the FBI is investigating whether
information about the Weiner laptop was leaked in advance to the Trump
Campaign.
Flynn frequently retweets Russian bot
accounts in the days leading up to the

On election day, Wikileaks DMs Don Jr. and
encourages Trump to refuse to concede the election
if he " loses" [Nov. 8]

Flynn frequently retweets Russian bot
accounts in the days leading up to the
election (as shown by this example of a
retweet of a now-deleted bot account)

Numerous accounts on Twitter's list of Russian
bots are accounts retweeted by Flynn

Comey writes to Congress that after re-opening the investigation,
nothing new was found [Nov. 6]

Donald Trump wins the election [Nov. 8]

Following Trump's victory, the Russian social media
campaign runs ads purporting to mobilize protests against
Trump [Nov. 9]

Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkov states that the
Russian government maintained contact with the Trump
Campaign throughout the election [NYT] [Nov. 10]
The Trump Transition Team issues a false statement claiming that
no meetings took place between the Trump Campaign and any
foreign entities [Nov. 10]

The Trump Transition Team issues a false statement claiming that no
communications occurred between the Trump Campaign and any
foreign entity [Nov. 11]
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